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correspondence between perception and reality, as judged by the
success of the resulting behaviour.

In evolution, those meanings of sensa which led to appropriate
action secured the survival of the individual and of the race, while
the others were eliminated.   It is however not easy to trace, even
in imagination, the detailed course of the evolution of the higher
out of the lower types of perception.   Whatever theory of evolution
be accepted, it must start with a primitive type of organism,
for which the meanings of its sensa were presumably a mere
generalized acceptance or rejection, seeking or avoiding.   This has
evolved by stages into such an organism as, for instance, a wasp
with its capacity of responding to a nexus of sensa, of internal
origin from the ovaries and of external origin through the eye,
by the action of constructing a nest and provisioning it with
paralysed spiders.    The steps in this evolution are difficult to
picture, especially when we remember the long course of embryonic
development which is necessary in each individual life history
before this complex perception becomes possible.   The problem of
their evolution is, however, separable from the problem of the
nature of organisms as perceiving subjects and nexus of per-
ceiving subjects, just as the elucidation of physiological processes
is separable from any theory of how these have evolved from
simpler beginnings.   Fortunately the study of living organisms as
they are does not have to wait upon an entirely satisfactory theory
of how they have come to be what they are.